University of Oklahoma College of Law

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons
American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899
3-3-1876

James B. Sinclair

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons

Recommended Citation
H.R. Rep. No. 190, 44th Cong., 1st Sess. (1876)

This House Report is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu.

CoNGREss,}
1st Session.

44TH

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

REPORT
{ No. 190.

JAMES B. SINCLAIR.

MARCH

·

3, ltl7G.-Committed to a Committee of the Whole House and ordered to
be printed.

1\ir. BANNING, from the Committee on Military Affe:tirs, submitted the
following

REPORT:
[To accompany bill H. R. 1071.]

The Committee on Jlfilita,ry A:ffairs, to whom was refe't·red tlte bill (H. R.
1578)for the relief of James B. S'inclair, report:

This is an act to place the name of James B. Sinclair, first lieutenant
United States Army, retired, on the retired-list of the Army as a captain,
(not mounted.)
James B. Sinclair was commissioned first lieutenant United States Infantry October, 1861, and served continuously during the war, and on
the frontier since the war, until February, 1871, when he, then being
captain Twenty-third United States Infantr.r, was discharged, though he
was never examined by or ordered before a board, as provided by the
act of July 15, 1S70.
He was, 1\farch 9, 1871, upon the recommendations of Brig. Gen.
E. R. S. Canby, Brig. Gen. George Urook, Maj. Gen. J. M. Schofield, Cols. Sidney Burbank, Hoger Jones, W. L. Elliott, and other
officers of the Army, re-appointed a secoud lieutenant, and retired
with the rank of captain, (not mounted.) Under the provisions of the
act of Congress to fix the rank aud pay of retired officers of the Army,
approYed l\Iarch 3, 1875, Oaptaiu Sinclair was, by General Orders No.
33, War Department, Adjutant-General's Office, l\larch 23, 1875, reduced
to the rallk of first lieutenant.
The record of Lieutenant Sinclair is that of a brave, faithful, and efficient officPr. It is shown by the certificates of five surgeons that be
was wounded in action in the bead, hip, upper third of the thigh, and
four separate and distinct times near the knee, and that these wounds
baYe almost entirely disabled him. It. is further shown that, while Lieutenant Sinclair was a captain in th~ Fourteeuth Uuited States Infantry,
be was urged by the Army medical officers to go before the retiringboard, and had he done so he would baye undoubte(lly been retired with
the rank of captain, and would not hav~ been subject to the provisions
of the act of March 3, 1875. This he declined to do; but, notwithstanding his wounds, remained with his company and rendered gallant and
valuable service against the Indians, as is fully set forth in General Orders No. 9, District of the Owyhee, complimenting him for gallaut and
meritorious services. His request is appro,ed by the Secretary of War.
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In~ accordance

''ith the above facts, the com mit tee, being of the opinion
that justice requires that the petition of James B. Sinclair should be
granted, report the bill and recommend its passage. (See letter of SecI'etary of War and General Orders No. 9, District of the Owyhee, marked
A and B.)
A.
'.Fhe Secretary of War has the honor to transmit to the House of Jle 1.resentatives a
letter from James B. Sinclair, first lieutenant United States Army, ( Jetired,) asking
that a special act be passed to place his name on the retired-list as a ''captain not
mounted."
For reasons stated therein, the application of Lieutenant Sinclair is 1 espectfully rec-ommended to the favorable consideration of Congress.
WM. W BELKNAP,
Secretm·y of War.
WAR DEPARTMENT, Janum·y 3, 1876.

·wAsHINGTON, D. C., Decernbe1· 30, 1875.
Sm: I have the honor to state that I desire to apply to Congress for a special act to
:place my name on the retired-list as a "captain not mounted," and herewith submit
my reasons for such action.
I was discharged December 31. 1870, as captain Twenty-third Infantry, being then
in command of the post of Fort Boise, Idaho Territory, although I bad never been examined by or ordered before a board, as provided in the act of July 15, ltl70. I was appointed second lieutenant Sixteenth Infantry March 9, 1871, and was retired July 1,
1871, as a ''captain not mounted," for wounds received in 1861, when commandi11g a
company at the battle of Bull Run. This rank was lost to me by General Orders 33,
War Department, Adjutant-General's Office, March 23, 1A75, whereby I was reduced to
the rank of first lieutenant, that being the rank I actually held when wounded.
During the war, after being commissionPd first lieutenant Fourteenth Iufantry, OctolJer 26, 1861, I was several times severely wonnued, and on account of these wounds,
after being promoted to captain Fourteenth Infantry, July 25, 1865, I was frequently
urged by my superior officers, and officers of the Medical Department, to go before the
Tetiring-board. I refused, however, and remained on duty with my company until
discharged. Had I taken this advice I should have been retired with the rank of captain, and would not have become subject to tLe reduction iruposerl. by the act of March
3, 1875. Many certificates on file in the "\Var Department show these facts.
It is on these grounds, therefore, that I propose to make the effort above mentioned,
believing that I should be restored to my former rank as a captain retired; and therefore desire that you will be pleased to approve of my making such an application, or
that you will not deem it your duty to oppose its passage.
I have the honor to be, Mr. Secretary, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.J AS. B. SINCLAIR,
Fitst Lientenant l!nited States A1·my, (tetired,) Bvt. Colonel U. 8. A.
Ron. \Vl\r. W. BELKNAP,
Secretm·y of Wm·, Washington, D. C.

B
Gene1·al Orders No. 9.
HEADQUARTEHS DrsTHICT OF THE Owvrrrm,
Fort Boise, I. T., Angust 19, 1868.
The colonel commanding the district desires to make especial mention of a recent
scout made under the command of Brevet Co1onel J. B. Sinclair, Captain Twenty-third
United States Infantry. Starting on the morning of the 16th of July, with nine (9)
enlisted men, the chief of scouts, Sinora Hicks, seven (7) Boise scouts, and eight (tl)
days' rations, be arrived on the Weiser, where had recently been encamped a band of
thieving Snakes. On the 19th ultimo, finding the Indians harl. taken the alarm, be,
with his command, took the trail, and persistently following it through the mountains
1~nti I he captured '' Eagle Eye" and his entire band of forty-one ( 41) in number, includ-
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ing thirteen (13) men, twenty-one (21) horses, and a large quantity of dried salmon
and camas root, near the confluence of the Little Salmon witll the Salmon River. Not
satisfied with this capture, he still remained thirteen (13) days in this country, until be
convinced himself that there were no more hostile Indians in that part of the ·country.
Having satisfied himself of this fact be returned to Fort Boise, bringing in with him
the captured Indians, arriving on the 12th instant, having been absent twenty-eight
(28) days, twenty of which he was out of provisions, except such as he could procure frorn
the supplies of the Indians, consisting of dried roots and salmon.
For skill inexecution and tenacity of purpose, the scout has seldom been equaled,
and is deserving of much praise. The colonel commanding feels satisfied that this capture puts an end to Indian hostilities in that portion of the country.
By order of Brevet Colonel Otis:
L. HAMMOND,
Fi1·st Lieutenant Twenty-third I11fant1·y, A . .A . .A. G., D. S. A.
I certi(y, on honor, tl~at the within is a true copy of the ori~inal.
WM. H. PENROSE,
Captain and B1·eret Brigadier-General, r:. S. A.
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